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UN & CoE

7 March - the Council of Europe’s (CoE) Committee of Ministers adopts the Gender Equality Strategy for the years 2018-2023, which includes
a Strategic objective on ensuring equal access of women to justice

23 March - CoE'’s anti-corruption body, the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), adopts its first ever ad hoc reports, triggered by exceptional
circumstances in Poland and in Romania

3 April - CoE’s Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings publishes its annual report, identifying an increase in trafficking for
labour exploitation, which has emerged as the main form of human trafficking in several European countries

3 May - GRECO publishes its annual report, expressing concern about the pace of the practical implementation of the measures introduced to fight
corruption of Members of Parliament, judges and prosecutors

13 June - the Heads of the European Asylum Support Office (EASO), European Police Office (Europol), European Agency for the operational
management of large-scale IT systems in the area of freedom, security and justice (eu-LISA), European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug
Addiction (EMCDDA), EU Judicial Cooperation Unit (Eurojust), European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE), European Border and Coast Guard
Agency (Frontex), EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), EU Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL), and the European Foundation for
the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound) sign a Joint Statement to strengthen their commitment to a coordinated, coherent
and comprehensive response to trafficking in human beings, including victims’ rights

18 June - CCJE issues a statement as regards the situation on the independence of the judiciary in Poland

4 )uly 2018 - CoE adopts a new counter-terrorism strategy for 2018-2022 based on prevention, prosecution and protection of victims

1 August - Protocol No. 16 to the ECHR enters into force, enabling the highest national courts and tribunals, as designated by the member States
concerned, to ask the ECtHR to give non-binding advisory opinions (to be delivered by the Grand Chamber) on questions of principle relating to
the interpretation or application of the convention or the protocols thereto

28 August - In Somorjai v. Hungary (No. 60934/13), ECtHR holds that the applicant’s complaint regarding the alleged lack of adequate reasoning
with respect to a potential reference to the CJEU for a preliminary ruling was inadmissible. The applicant had not actually asked for such

a reference to the CJEU in the relevant stages of the proceedings, and the domestic courts expressed their view that the Hungarian provisions
and the EU law did not conflict. It also holds there had been a violation of the right to a fair trial (Article 6 (1) of the ECHR) owing to the Iengdth of
proceedings

4 October - European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice of the CoE publishes its seventh evaluation report, on the main trends in the judicial
systems of 45 European countries

16 October - Inter-Parliamentary Union and Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE publish a study showing alarming levels of acts of sexism, abuse
and violence against women in parliaments

6 November - In Ramos Nunes de Carvalho e Sa v. Portugal (Nos. 55391/13, 57728/13 and 74041/13), Grand Chamber of ECtHR, in a case concerning
the disciplinary penalties imposed on a judge, holds, among others, that the insufficiency of the judicial review and the lack of a hearing either at
the stage of the disciplinary proceedings or at the judicial review stage meant that the applicant’s case had not been heard in accordance with the
requirements of the right to a fair trial (Article 6 (1) of the ECHR)

3 December - European Commission publishes its second progress report on the situation in EU Member States on trafficking in human beings,
including victims’ rights

21 December - CCJE issues an opinion following a request by the Judges’ Association of Serbia to assess the compatibility with European standards
of the newly proposed amendments to the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia that will affect the organisation of judicial power




EU

7 February - European Parliament (EP) adopts a resolution on zero tolerance for female genital mutilation

27 February - In Associacdo Sindical dos Juizes Portugueses (C-64/16), CJEU holds among others that Article 19 of the TEU, which gives concrete
expression to the value of the rule of law stated in Article 2 of the TEU, entrusts the responsibility for ensuring judicial review in the EU legal

order not only to the CJEU but also to national courts and tribunals; and that the guarantee of independence, which is inherent in the task of
adjudication, is required not only at EU level as regards the Judges of the Union and the Advocates-General of the CJEU, as provided for in the third
subparagraph of Article 19 (2) of the TEU, but also at the level of the Member States as regards national courts

1 March - EP adopts a resolution on the Commission’s decision to activate Article 7 (1) of the TEU regarding the situation in Poland
13 March - In a plenary debate, the Members of the EP call on the 11 Member States that have not ratified the Istanbul Convention to do so

19 April - EP adopts a resolution on the implementation of Directive 2011/99/EU on the European Protection Order

2 May - Commission puts forward a proposal for a regulation on the protection of the Union’s budget in case of generalised deficiencies as regards
the rule of law in the Member States

30 May - Commission proposes regulations for a Justice fund and a Rights and Values fund to contribute further to the development of a European
area of justice

30 May - EP adopts a resolution on the implementation of Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and
protection of victims of crime

5 June - Council adopts its Conclusions on Protection of Victims of Terrorism, calling for effective cooperation between the authorities and entities
responsible for the protection of victims of terrorism to facilitate the rapid exchange of information and assistance in the event of a terrorist
attack

4 )uly - EP adopts a resolution towards an EU external strategy against early and forced marriages

11July - In Abdul Wahed Shannan Al Rabbat v. European Commission (T-12818), CJEU dismisses as inadmissible the applicant’s application for the
court to declare that the Commission had failed to bring proceedings against the United Kingdom in relation to its alleged violation of the Victims’
Rights Directive. It holds that individuals cannot bring proceedings against the Commission for refusing to bring proceedings against Member
States that fail to fulfil their obligations, as such refusal cannot constitute direct concern to natural or legal persons

25 July - In LM (C-216/18), CJEU holds that a judicial authority called upon to execute a European arrest warrant must refrain from giving effect
to it after determining that there are substantial grounds for believing that the person concerned runs a real risk of suffering a breach of his
fundamental right to a fair trial, as guaranteed by Article 47 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, on account of deficiencies liable to affect
the independence of the judiciary in the issuing Member State. According to CJEU, the requirement of independence also means, among others,
that the disciplinary regime governing their members must display the necessary guarantees to prevent any risk of that regime being used as
a system of political control of the content of judicial decisions

11 September - EP adopts a resolution on measures to prevent and combat mobbing and sexual harassment at the workplace, in public spaces,
and in political life in the EU

12 September - EP adopts a resolution on a proposal calling on the Council to determine, pursuant to Article 7 (1) of the Treaty on European Union,
the existence of a clear risk of a serious breach by Hungary of the values on which the Union is founded

19 October - In Commission v. Poland (C-619/18 R), Vice President of CJEU provisionally orders that Poland must immediately suspend the
application of the provisions of national legislation relating to the lowering for the retirement age for Supreme Court judges, pending the making
of an order closing the interim proceedings

14 November - EP adopts a resolution calling for a comprehensive EU mechanism for the protection of democracy, the rule of law and
fundamental rights

6 December - Council adopts the strategy and action plan on the development of e-Justice for the period 2019-2023, seeking to simplify and
improve access to justice while digitising cross-border legal procedures

17 December - In Commission v. Poland (C-619/118 R), Grand Chamber of CJEU grants Commission’s request for interim measures, ordering Poland
to immediately suspend the application of the provisions of national legislation relating to the lowering of the retirement age for Supreme Court
judges






Access to justice

Judicial independence is an essential building block of the rule of law. Challenges to such independence continued to
grow, underlining the need for effective coordination of efforts in this area. This prompted the European Parliament
to submit, for the first time, a call to the Council for adoption of a decision under Article 7 (1) of the TEU, and the
European Commission to submit a proposal for a regulation addressing, from a budgetary perspective, deficiencies
in the rule of law. About two thirds of EU Member States adopted legislation to strengthen the application of the
Victims’ Rights Directive, increasing safequards relating to participation in criminal proceedings. Recognising that
the Istanbul Convention defines European human rights protection standards in the area of violence against women
and domestic violence, the EU continued the process of ratifying the instrument.

9.1. Rule of law challenges
and hurdles to justice
continue to grow

In the EU, an independent judiciary is the conditio sine
qua non for the effective functioning of the common,
borderless area of justice based on mutual trust and
mutual recognition. It is the cornerstone of the rule of
law and of access to justice (Article 19 of the TEU and
Article 47 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights). In
addition, Target 16.3 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development expects UN Member States to promote
the rule of law at the national and international
levels and to ensure equal access to justice for all'
(for more on the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
» see Chapter 1). In November 2018, the Commission
published the first results of a Special Eurobarometer
‘Future of Europe’. When respondents were asked
to rank the ‘main assets’ of the EU, they most often
mentioned ‘The EU’s respect for democracy, human
rights and the rule of law’, followed by ‘The economic,
industrial and trading power of the EU.”

“If the EU judicial space needs to work, [...] then when you
judge the extradition you have to be sure that the person
facing justice in the other Member State has the right to

a fair trial by an independent court. And if that is put into
doubt because of the cumulative effect we see now in
Poland of the executive and the legislative wanting to
take control over the court, then of course other judges
will wonder whether the verdict will be decided by an
independent judge or by a phone call from a political party
central. [...] And it is also a consequence of where we are
now.”

Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President, European Commission, Remarks at
public hearing on the rule of law in Poland, at the European Parliament’s
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, 20 November 2018

Developments in several EU Member States relating to
independence of the judiciary, separation of powers,
and corruption, and the triggering of Article 7(1) of
the TEU (clear risk of a serious breach of EU values)
have raised major concerns about the rule of law. On
20 December 2017, in the context of the rule of law
situation in Poland, the General Affairs Council received
a reasoned proposal from the Commission under

Article 7 (1) of the TEU (see further in FRA's Fundamental
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Rights report 2018). A first hearing under this procedure
took place on 26 June 2018, during which the General
Affairs Council heard the Polish authorities; the second
and third hearings took place on 18 September 2018
and 11 December 2018, respectively3 In addition,
in its plenary resolution passed on 1 March 2018,
the European Parliament called on the EU Council of
Ministers “to undertake swift action in accordance
with the provisions set out” in Article 7(1) of the TEU
and asked that Parliament be fully informed of progress
made and action taken at every step of the procedure.
At the same time, the European Parliament’s LIBE
Committee visited Warsaw to further examine the rule
of law situation in Poland.s

Meanwhile, the Commission continued its efforts to
address the rule of law concerns in Poland by initiating
another infringement proceeding before the CJEU. On
2 October 2018, the Commission referred Poland to the
CJEU due to the violations of the principle of judicial
independence created by the new Polish Law on the
Supreme Court, and asked the CJEU to order interim
measures until it has issued a judgment on the case.
The main concern of the Commission was that the Law
on the Supreme Court - reducing the retirement age
of Supreme Court judges and prematurely terminating
the current mandate of the First President of the
Supreme Court - undermined the principle of judicial
independence, including the irremovability of judges,
contrary to the obligations under Article 19 (1) of the
TEU read in conjunction with Article 47 of the EU Charter
of Fundamental Rights.6 On 17 December, the Grand
Chamber of the CJEU granted the Commission’s request
for interim measures, ordering Poland to immediately
suspend the application of the provisions of national
legislation relating to the lowering of the retirement
age for Supreme Court judges. The infringement
procedure is the second one against Poland for potential
violations of the EU value of the rule of law (see FRA's
Fundamental Rights Report 2018 for details of the
previous infringement procedure).

Inthe meantime,in November 2018, the Polish Parliament
adopted alaw that eliminates the contested prolongation
regime and sets the retirement age of Supreme Court
judges at 70 (as was the case in the previous regime)
for judges appointed to the Supreme Court before entry
into force of the amending law. According to the law,
judges who were retired pursuant to the contested
provisions will return to their posts and their service will
be considered as having been uninterrupted.’

The Polish Supreme Court itself also referred to the
CJEU - in early August 2018, within the preliminary
ruling mechanism under Article 267 of the TFEU.
Since August 2018, the Supreme Court has referred
six requests for preliminary rulings.® The requests
relate mostly to the interpretation of the principle of
judicial independence in the light of EU primary law

(Article 2, Article 4 (3) and Article 19 (1) of the TEU, and
Article 47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights); and
the interpretation of Directive 2000/78 as regards the
abrupt lowering of the retirement age of judges and
subjecting their remaining in office to arbitrary decision
of the executive. In the context of the preliminary ruling
questions that the Polish Supreme Court addressed to the
(JEU, Poland’s Prosecutor General, who is also Minister
of Justice, submitted in October 2018 a request to the
Polish Constitutional Tribunal to examine the compliance
of Article 267 of the TFEU with the Polish Constitution,
so far as it allows the referral of preliminary questions
regarding the organisation of the national judiciary.?

The European Network of Councils for the Judiciary
unites the national councils of judiciary in the Member
States of the E that are responsible for supporting the
judiciary in the independent delivery of justice. Against
the background of all these developments, the network
decided to suspend the membership of the Polish
National Council for the Judiciary on 17 September 2018.
The network based this decision on the fact that the
Polish Council no longer meets the requirements of EN(J
to be independent of the executive and legislature so
as to ensure the independence of the Polish judiciary.™

The rule of law situation in the area of justice and judicial
independence raised or continued to cause concerns in
several other EU Member States in 2018. In particular,
the European Parliament took the unprecedented step
of calling on the Council to adopt a decision under
Article 7 (1) of the TEU against Hungary and determine
the existence of a clear risk of a serious breach by
Hungary of the EU’s founding values. This was the
first time that the European Parliament had taken the
initiative of recommending that Article 7 be activated,
in view of a serious threat to the rule of law, democracy
and fundamental rights in a Member State™ The
European Parliament’s key concerns relate to several
aspects of the rule of law, including the functioning
of the constitutional system, the independence of the
judiciary, and corruption. In response to the European
Parliament’s action, Hungary lodged an application to
initiate proceedings before the CJEU on 17 October 2018,
challenging the European Parliament’s resolution to
trigger the procedure against Hungary.? In particular,
the Hungarian government is challenging the result’s
validity, claiming that abstentions should have been
counted in the vote but were not. The case before the
CJEU is still pending.®

Because of legislative reforms and their impact on
judicial independence, the rule of law situation in
Romania continued to pose growing concerns in
2018. In a resolution of 13 November 2018 on the
situation of the rule of law in Romania, the European
Parliament expressed deep concern about the reforms
of the Romanian judicial and criminal laws, which risk
undermining the separation of powers and the fight



against corruption.* On the same day, the Commission
published its report on progress in Romania under the
Cooperation and Verification Mechanism, confirming
concerns about the rule of law situation in the country,
and recommending that it suspend the implementation
of the new criminal and judicial laws.’s

The Council of Europe echoed these concerns. On
23 March 2018, its anti-corruption body, the Group of
States against Corruption (GRECO) adopted an ad hoc
report expressing serious concern about certain aspects
of the laws on the status of judges and prosecutors, on
the judicial organisation and on the Superior Council of
Magistracy, and about draft amendments to the criminal
legislation in Romania.” On 20 October 2018, the Council
of Europe’s Commission for Democracy through Law (the
Venice Commission) published two opinions, expressing
concern that the cumulative effect of the laws was likely
to undermine the independence of Romanian judges
and prosecutors.” The opinions came out just a few days
after Romania’s own Constitutional Court established
thatover 60 articles (out of 96) of the draft law amending
the Criminal Law Procedure were unconstitutional.®
On 25 October 2018, it also held that amendments to
the Romanian Criminal Code were unconstitutional.”
Dunja Mijatovi¢, the Council of Europe Commissioner
for Human Rights, also highlighted the importance of
Romania maintaining the independence of the judiciary
and giving effect to the recommendations of the Venice
Commission and GRECO, in her conclusions after her visit
to Romania on 16 November 2018.%°

In June 2018, the LIBE Committee of the European
Parliament decided to set up a working group with the
general mandate to monitor the situation as regards rule
of law and the fight against corruption within the EU,
and to address specific situations, in particular Malta
and Slovakia.> This followed the assassinations of the
investigative journalists Daphne Caruana Galizia (Malta)
in 2017, and Jan Kuciak (Slovakia) together with his
fiancée Martina Kusnirova in 2018. Fact-finding missions
concluded, among other things, that challenges to the
rule of law and fundamental rights should be monitored
regularly, so the Commission and the Council could
support setting up an EU monitoring mechanism along
the lines that the European Parliament proposed in its
resolution of 25 October 2016.%

The European Parliament reiterated its call for an EU
mechanism on democracy, rule of law and fundamental
rights in a resolution adopted on 14 November. It asked
the Commission to consider linking such a mechanism
with a proposed regulation on the protection of the
Union’s budget in case of generalised deficiencies as
regards the rule of law in the Member States.s The
Commission proposal published on 2 May addresses,
from a budgetary perspective, generalised deficiencies
as regards the rule of law, including threats to the
independence of the judiciary, arbitrary or unlawful

Access to justice

decisions by public authorities, limited availability and
effectiveness of legal remedies, failure to implement
judgments, or limitations on the effective investigation,
prosecution or punishment of breaches of law.> The
proposed new tools would allow the Union to suspend,
reduce or restrict access to EU funding in a manner
proportionate to the nature, gravity and scope of
the rule of law deficiencies. The Commission would
propose such a decision and the Council would adopt
it through reverse qualified majority voting. For further

» information, see Chapter 1.

In 2018, the European Commission continued to support
EU Member States’ efforts to strengthen the efficiency,
quality and independence of their national justice
systems through its EU Justice Scoreboard, underlining
the crucial role of the national justice systems in
upholding the rule of law.> The EU Justice Scoreboard
contributes to the European Semester process by
bringing together data from various sources and helping
to identify justice-related issues that deserve particular
attention.”® The 2018 Scoreboard further developed
the different indicators, and strengthened in particular
the section on judicial independence. It looks in greater
detail at the councils for the judiciary, at the involvement
of the executive and the parliament in appointments
and dismissals of judges and court presidents, and at the
organisation of prosecution services. It also presents,
for the first time, data on the length of proceedings in all
courtinstances. Its findings on judicial independence are
based on the data from Eurobarometer surveys, among
others.”” The general perception of independence has
improved or remained stable in about two thirds of
Member States, compared with the previous year or
since 2010, but it also has decreased in some countries.
Both citizens and companies see interference or pressure
from government and politicians as a main reason for
the lack of independence of courts and judges.

9.2. Advancing victims’
rights

9.21. Continuing efforts at EU,
international and national levels

At the EU level, the European Parliament adopted
a resolution of 30 May 2018 on the implementation of
Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum standards
on the rights, support and protection of victims of
crimes.?® The resolution reiterates the need for the
Commission to submit a report on the application of the
Victims’ Rights Directive, pursuant to Article 29 of the
directive.? The European Parliament identified significant
progress in the implementation of certain provisions of
the Victims’ Rights Directive by some Member States,
such as the right to interpretation and translation, the
right to be heard, and the protection of child victims3
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The key shortcomings identified relate to the complexity
of procedures for accessing support services; insufficient
access to legal aid and compensation; lack of financial
support and coordination between support services,
and inconsistent referral mechanisms; and the absence
of measures to ensure that the lack of, or uncertainty
about, residence status poses no barrier to victims’
ability to assert their rights under this directive
in cross-border cases3'

At the international level, the Council of Europe’s Gender
Equality Strategy 2018-2023 was adopted in March 2018.
Its key objectives include ensuring the equal access of
women to justice, as a pre-condition for ensuring real
equality between women and men3?

At the national level, during 2018, legislative measures
were adopted or entered into force in almost two thirds
of the Member States. They were largely to better
implement and reflect the Victims’ Rights Directive
(2012/29/EU). These Member States are Belgium, >
Croatiaj4 Czechia> Estonia’® Greece” Hungary3®
Ireland,? Italy,* Lithuania,* Malta,*> the Netherlands,*
Portugal,** Romania,* Slovakia,* Slovenia,+ Spain
and Sweden.# Advances and developments include,
among others, improving the rights of crime victims
to participate in proceedings (e.g. the victim’s right
to be heard); enhancing victims’ rights to financial
compensation (e.g. by enlarging the scope of crimes
for which financial compensation is available); and
facilitating victims’ rights to information (e.g. through
awareness-raising initiatives and training).

9.2.2. Increasing victim-friendly
initiatives at national level

In a notable positive trend, a significant number of
Member States focused on victim-friendly initiatives in
2018. Article 19 of the Victims’ Rights Directive states
that Member States shall ensure the avoidance of contact
between victim and offender in criminal proceedings. In
accordance with this, a number of Member States have
started to establish victim-friendly waiting areas to
enhance therights of victims to participate in proceedings
and to avoid secondary or further victimisation. For
example, in September 2018, the United Kingdom
published a Victims Strategy,s which includes a new court
design guide introducing requirements that new courts,
and other buildings where criminal and family cases will
be heard, must have separate entrances and waiting
areas for victims and witnesses. Five sites in England
and Wales have already introduced model waiting rooms
to ensure that victims who attend court will not have to
encounter the defendant, or the defendant’s associates,
outside the courtroom.s"

Romania also amended the Law on Victims' Rights in
2018, with new legislation envisaging the building of
separate waiting rooms for victims and defendants

in courts.s? This obligation applies to all courthouses
built after 1 June 2018, and from 4 January 2019
onwards, special waiting rooms will be established
in existing courthouses.s

Portugal and Slovakia have also continued to introduce
victim-friendly initiatives in law enforcement, particularly
taking into consideration the vulnerability of some
categories of victims. Portugal has begun building victim
support rooms - specific rooms intended for welcoming
victims, namely the most vulnerable ones, including
victims of domestic violence - at certain police facilities.
Between 2018 and 2021, Portugal expects to create
49 new victim support rooms as part of an investment
of more than € 100 million in police infrastructure.s
Slovakia, pursuant to the new legislation on victims of
crime, also initiated a national project co-funded by the
Internal Security Fund of the European Commission. It
aims to build 15 special hearing rooms for child victims
and other vulnerable victims at police facilities by the
end of 2021 to avoid secondary or further victimisation.

9.23. Improving rights of crime victims
to financial compensation

In 2018, several Member States took particular steps
to enhance victims’ rights to financial compensation,
including enlarging the scope of crimes for which, or the
scope of persons to whom, compensation is available.

Greece also took measures to adapt its national
legislation regarding compensation of victims of
criminal acts. The legislative framework stipulating
that victims of violent crimes committed with intent as
well as victims of human trafficking and related crimes
might be awarded compensation, if they submit an
application to the Hellenic Compensation Authority, was
amended. Most importantly, the amendment extends
the expenses that compensation covers to include
mental and psychological support of the victim if they
reside in an area with no public access to such services,
or expenses for relocation to a safe environment away
from the perpetrator. Pursuant to the amendment, the
Compensation Authority shall decide within six months
from the submission of application whether or not to
award compensation. The decision of the Compensation
Authority is appealable st

In April 2018, the Netherlands passed a bill amending
its national legislation concerning victims’ rights
to compensation. It provides for compensation for
emotional distress arising from serious accidents and
crimes.s7 It compensates the next of kin of victims who
have died, and the dependents of victims who have
sustained severe and permanent injuries, if certain
conditions are met.s® The new amendment takes effect
on 1January 2019.%



On 1 January 2018, legislation on victims of crimes
entered into force in Slovakia. The new legislation
regulates financial compensation of victims of violent
crimes. It lays out conditions under which the State
may award compensation. According to the legislation,
the Ministry of Justice decides whether or not to award
compensation based on a written request by the victim.
This request is not required in cases of a health injury
caused by a crime of trafficking in human beings, rape,
sexual violence or sexual abuse.®®

Although Denmark is not bound by the Victims’ Rights
Directive, on 1 April 2018 new legislation improving
the rights of victims of sexual violence entered into
force there.®> The legislation removes the statutory
limitation for criminal liability in cases of sexual abuse
of children, and abolishes the time limit for claims
for compensation based on breaches of statutory
obligations by public authorities towards persons under
the age of 18 in connection with a sexual offence. In
addition, the legislation increases compensation of
victims in cases of sexual crimes by a third, and two
thirds in rape cases. It also introduced a requirement of
a minimum of DKK 150,000 in compensation in cases of
severe sexual abuse.s

After incorporating the Victims’ Rights Directive
into national law, the Ministry of Justice in Bulgaria
reported on fulfilling the objectives of expanding the
scope of crimes for which financial compensation is
provided.5# The Supreme Cassation Court of Bulgaria
(SCC) addressed the question of which categories of
victims may receive non-material damages as a result
of wrongful death, in a landmark decision in June 2018.
Previous decrees had found that only children, parents,
children cared for but not adopted, carers or cohabitants
were entitled to compensation. The SCC kept the
restrictive approach of previous decrees, only adding the
category of the deceased’s siblings, and the deceased’s
relatives in the descending and ascending line in the
second degree, to the categories of victims entitled
to receive compensation.ss

Positive steps to promote
training of practitioners

9.2.4.

The year 2018 brought advances in promoting practical
measures to strengthen the rights of crime victims. In
particular, various Member States adopted measures
in line with Article 25 of the Victims’ Rights Directive
to ensure the provision of appropriate training for
practitioners that focuses on developing individual
approaches and increasing their awareness of the
special needs of victims. The majority of the Member
States that organised such training paid particular
attention to vulnerable groups of victims, such as
victims of domestic violence.

Access to justice

The Ministry of Justice of Finland funded an NGO
initiative called ‘Senja - Sensitiveness model for
professionals of jurisprudence’. This project combines
victim-sensitive training for legal professionals (judges,
prosecutors, police, legal counsels and guardians) by
Rape Crisis Centre Tukinainen with maintenance of
a website that offers information and guidance on
the consequences of suffering domestic and sexual
violence. The aim is to make professionals aware of the
needs of vulnerable victims.

Estonia also focused on training practitioners to increase
their ability to recognise the special needs of victims. The
Ministry of Justice has financially supported a project
to train multi-agency teams on how to help victims of
sexual and partner violence, with the aim of improving
cooperation and referral mechanisms between medical
services and law enforcement.&”

In 2018, Italy created a support service for crime
victims at the local level. The Dafne Italian Network
(Rete Dafne Italia)®® aims to empower crime victims.
Besides providing information for victims to know their
rights and the services they are entitled to, it also offers
training and awareness-raising activities designed for
police officers, judicial authorities, and health and social
care professionals. Although currently the support
services are only provided in Turin and Florence, the
network hopes to enlarge the geographical coverage.

In Ireland, as part of an EU-funded training programme
for lawyers, the Irish Council on Civil Liberties published
a Guide for lawyers on the Victims’ Directive and the
Irish Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 2017.5° In
addition, several non-governmental organisations
made submissions to the Commission on the Future
of Policing, including multiple recommendations
on victims’ rights and the directive® All the NGOs
stressed the need for officers to receive proper training
in the complexities of victims’ needs, and the manner
in which victims respond to - and cope with - violent
crime. Rape Crisis Network Ireland and Women'’s Aid
pointed to the need for specialist training in developing
and implementing risk-assessment matrices.

Hungary also organised special training courses
throughout 2018. The Deputy State Secretariat for
Judicial Methodology-based Governance published
a handbook on Victim Support in Practice, which
provided a separate chapter on victims of trafficking,
as a special clientele, and a detailed guide on how to
use the recently launched online-based Identification,
Assistance and Support Service for Victims of
Trafficking in Human Beings. Subsequently, various
training sessions, such as the course on Victim Support
in Human Trafficking organised by the Hungarian
National Police, were held to promote the use of this
online-based service. The Education and Training
Centre for Police also provided practical training for
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members of the police on the procedure to follow when
investigating crimes related to partner violence.”

Promising practice

Employing online tools to help victims
of crime

MyTutela* has been developed and launched
in Italy to help victims of crime, paying particu-
lar attention to victims of harassment, stalking,
bullying and other crimes against the person.
The app is designed to tackle the difficulties vic-
tims often face in providing evidence when filing
a report.

Victims often have to remember all the details
of their harassment and be physically present at
a police station to report and describe the circum-
stances of the events and to report text messag-
es or emails, for example. This often places the
victim in a difficult situation. In addition, for any
digital evidence such as voice messages, images,
text messages and emails, etc., to be valid in judi-
cial proceedings, the integrity of the data must
be proven. Given that there is often a high risk of
alteration of data stored or exchanged on devic-
es, it can sometimes be very difficult to prove the
chain of custody.

The application serves to avoid these issues by
providing somewhere to store proof in a foren-
sically sound manner, even when your phone is
lost or damaged. The app then produces a report
containing all of this evidence, which can be print-
ed and attached to a police complaint.** Thus it
encourages and supports victims to report crimes.

* See the MyTutela website.

** See the article available on the website of the UK Law
Societies; Joint Brussels Office.

FRA ACTIVITY

Supporting the fight against severe
forms of labour exploitation

In June 2018, FRA published a focus paper on
migrant women exploited in domestic work, and
in September a report on workplace inspections.
The reports are based on interviews conducted
with 237 exploited workers across eight Member
States (Belgium, Germany, France, ltaly, the
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal and the United
Kingdom) and focus on work situations that
deviate so significantly from standard working
conditions that the legislation of EU Member
States considers them criminal.

The Victims’ Rights Directive is applicable to
situations of severe labour exploitation. It confers
rights, such as the right to access support services
under Article 8, on all workers regardless of their
residence status or whether they are EU nationals
or not. Both reports highlight the importance of
strengthening access to such services for victims
of severe labour exploitation and emphasise
the important role such services can play in
encouraging and supporting workers to report
instances of severe labour exploitation.

InJune 2019, FRA will publish its main comparative
overview of severe labour exploitation as
experienced by the 237 migrant workers.

For more information, see FRA (2018), Out of sight: Migrant women
exploited in domestic work, June 2018; FRA (2018), Protecting
migrant workers from exploitation in the EU: Boosting workplace
inspections; and FRA (2019), Protecting migrant workers from
exploitation in the EU (to be published in June 2019).

9.3. Violence against women
and domestic violence

9.31. Developments at EU level

The EU signed the Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women and
domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) in 2017. On
25 April 2018, the European Parliament’s Committee on
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) and the
LIBE Committee held ajoint meeting to discuss an opinion
on the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention that the
European Parliament’s legal service had issued.”?

The EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention will ensure
that the EU is accountable at the international level, as
FRA's Fundamental Rights Report 2018 mentioned, as it
will have to report to the Group of Experts on Action
against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence
(GREVIO), the convention’s monitoring body. This will
reinforce the EU’s commitment to combating violence
against women and domestic violence.


https://www.mytutela.app/en/
http://www.lawsocieties.eu/news/in-focus/e-justice/app-that-saves-phone-data-aims-to-help-victims-of-crime/5065353.fullarticle.
http://www.lawsocieties.eu/news/in-focus/e-justice/app-that-saves-phone-data-aims-to-help-victims-of-crime/5065353.fullarticle.
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/exploited-domestic-workers
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/exploited-domestic-workers
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/protecting-migrant-workers-exploitation-eu
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/protecting-migrant-workers-exploitation-eu
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/protecting-migrant-workers-exploitation-eu
http://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/090000168008482e
http://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/090000168008482e
http://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/090000168008482e

In 2018, Eurostat invited EU Member States to pilot
a survey on gender-based violence. The pilot survey will
interview women and men concerning their experiences,
including physical, sexual and psychological violence by
an intimate partner. The Eurostat pilot survey is similar
to and builds on a survey that FRA conducted, which
collected, for the first time in the EU, comparable data
on violence against women (2014).7* The Eurostat pilot
will inform the development of the full-scale surveys
in Member States, which are planned to be carried
out in 2020-2021.

9.3.2. Developments at Member State
level

In its Fundamental Rights Report 2018, FRA called upon
all EU Member States to ratify and effectively implement
the Istanbul Convention. In 2018, Croatia, Greece and
Luxembourg ratified the Istanbul Convention, bringing
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to 20 the number of EU Member States that had ratified
it by the end of 2018. The convention entered into force
in Croatia,* Germany,s Greece’® and Luxembourg.”’
Nonetheless, in the European Parliament’s plenary
debate of 13 May 2018 on the state of play, the
Commission’s Vice President, Frans Timmermans, noted
that there was strong opposition to the convention
in some countries; stressed that the convention was
about protecting women against violence, not about
challenging traditional families or imposing “gender
ideology”; and reported that the Commission was
opening a dialogue to combat misconceptions about its
scope. The European Parliament’s rapporteurs (Anna-
Maria Corazza Bildt and Christine Revault d’Allonnes
Bonnefoy) stressed that the convention was about
building a culture of respect for women and girls and
that the European Parliament’s legal opinion found that
concerns about its scope were unfounded.”®

Table 9.1: Istanbul Convention: signature, ratification and entry into force in the EU Member States

EU Member State Signature
Austria 11/05/2011
Belgium 11/09/2012
Bulgaria 21/04/2016
Croatia 22/01/2013
Cyprus 16/06/2015
Czechia 02/05/2016
Denmark 11/10/2013
Estonia 02/12/2014
Finland 11/05/2011
France 11/05/2011
Germany 11/05/2011
Greece 11/05/2011
Hungary 14/03/2014
Ireland 05/11/2015
Italy 27/09/2012
Latvia 18/05/2016
Lithuania 07/06/2013
Luxembourg 11/05/2011
Malta 21/05/2012
Netherlands 14/11/2012
Poland 18/12/2012
Portugal 11/05/2011
Romania 27/06/2014
Slovakia 11/05/2011
Slovenia 08/09/2011
Spain 11/05/2011
Sweden 11/05/2011
United Kingdom 08/06/2012

Ratification Entry into force
14/11/2013 01/08/2014
14/03/2016 01/07/2016
12/06/2018 01/10/2018
10/11/2017 01/03/2018
23/04/2014 01/08/2014
26/10/2017 01/02/2018
17/04/2015 01/08/2015
04/07/2014 01/11/2014
12/10/2017 01/02/2018
18/06/2018 01/10/2018
10/09/2013 01/08/2014
07/08/2018 01/12/2018
29/07/2014 01/11/2014
18/11/2015 01/03/2016
27/04/2015 01/08/2015
05/02/2013 01/08/2014
23/05/2016 01/09/2016
05/02/2015 01/06/2015
10/04/2014 01/08/2014
01/07/2014 01/11/2014

Source:  FRA, 2019 [based on Council of Europe’s Chart of signatures and ratifications of Treaty 210]

209

ALUULAUUATUUL AU AU UL AU AU AL ANLA AL AL


https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures

Fundamental Rights Report 2019

210

Bulgaria’s Constitutional Court stopped the process
of ratification in July 2018, stating that ratification
was unconstitutional”> While it admitted that the
objectives of the convention are in harmony with
Bulgaria’s main constitutional principles, the court
deemed the convention inherently contradictory
because of, among other factors, the interplay
between the concepts of sex and gender. The court
proclaimed the gender dimension counterproductive
to protecting women against violence, and found
that the convention would oblige Bulgaria to create
procedures to recognise ‘genders’ different from
the biological sexes.?°

9.3.3. Implementation of the Istanbul
Convention in practice

As noted, States Parties to the Istanbul Convention
submit themselves to the monitoring mechanism
GREVIO. Together with the Committee of the Parties
to the Convention, it is responsible for monitoring the
convention’s implementation. In 2018, monitoring
proceedings for Finland, France, Italy, the Netherlands,
Portugal and Sweden were pending. All those states
submitted their reports during 2018 and the GREVIO
experts visited some of them.?

Two main issues emerged from the first GREVIO
reports, published in 2017, and the following
recommendations, published in 2018. One is the
scope of sexual violence; the other is aggravating
circumstances, such as the perpetrator being an
intimate partner. The first - crucially important - issue
concerns comprehensive criminalisation of sexual
violence, in line with the Istanbul Convention. Article 36
of the Istanbul Convention does not require the victim
to express opposition for the act of sexual violence
to be punishable; rather, it suffices that the act was
committed without the consent of the victim.®In other
words, what is decisive is not that the victim dissented,
but that they did not consent. Thus the Istanbul
Convention adopts an approach that highlights and
reinforces a person’s unconditional sexual autonomy.
GREVIO points out that Member States need to ensure
that their legislation reflects this approach.:

In 2018, several Member States took measures to align
their legislation with the convention requirements.
The following Member States have adopted wider
definitions with a view to bringing their legislation
in line with the convention: Belgium,®¢ Bulgaria,?
Croatia,® Ireland,®” Malta,® Sweden® and the
United Kingdom.*° Relevant legislative initiatives are
currently pending in Denmark®* and Finland s>

Another crucial aspect concerns criminalisation of and
increased punishment for acts of violence committed
against a partner, in line with Article 46 (3) of the
convention. The following Member States already

specify that committing a violent act against a partner
or ex-partner is an aggravating circumstance:
Austria,”> Belgium,s4 Estonia,”> France®® in some
cases - Italy,7 Latvia,*® Malta *° Portugal,° Slovakia™
and the United Kingdom >

Referring to the Istanbul Convention
in judicial holdings

In Finland, A. was prosecuted for aggravated
assault of B., his former partner. While assessing
the aggravating circumstances, the Appeal Court
noted that as of 1 August 2015 the Istanbul
Convention was in force in Finland and, in light
of obligations under Article 46 (3) thereof, the
fact that A and B were former partners must be
considered. In its judgment of 5 December 2017,
the court made explicit reference to Article 46
and concluded that, as a whole, the aggravating
factors clearly outweighed the extenuating
circumstances. The accused was found guilty of
aggravated assault, sentenced to one year and
eight months of imprisonment, and ordered to
pay € 2,700 in damages for mental suffering. The
judgment became final on 5 February 2018.

See Finland, Vaasa Court of Appeal (Vaasan hovioikeus/Vasa
hovrétt), VaaHO 2017:10, 5 December 2017.

In 2018, Member States took measures to implement
other aspects of the Istanbul Convention, such as
the prohibition of female genital mutilation. A new
Belgian law coming into force on 1 September 20193
introduces an obligation for doctors to break
confidentiality and report all cases of female genital
mutilation, rather than solely those of minors or
vulnerable persons, as was previously the case. The
Danish legislature amended the Danish Criminal
Code™* to require courts to increase sanctions by
a third in cases of female genital mutilation. This
amendment came in the wake of a controversial case
in which the High Court of Western Denmark imposed
a sentence of nine months’ imprisonment on parents
who had arranged the circumcision of their daughters.
On 2 May 2018, the Supreme Court increased the
punishment to one-and-a-half years’ imprisonment.°s

Other Member States have also instigated legislative
proceedings to implement the Istanbul Convention.
For example, in Cyprus, two bills are currently
pending, one on harassment and stalking and one
on non-consensual sexual acts® Czechia™ is
enlarging the scope of what constitutes the crime of
abduction by also addressing the problem of luring
a person to or from another country for the purpose
of forced marriage. Greece™® has begun a legislative
initiative to incorporate the convention into national
law by criminalizing forced marriages as an emerging
type of human trafficking, and Malta has adopted
the Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence


https://oikeus.fi/hovioikeudet/vaasanhovioikeus/fi/index/hovioikeusratkaisut/hovioikeusratkaisut/1517922376692.html

Act, harmonising definitions and including a new
definition of rape.® In Ireland, the enactment of the
Domestic Violence Act 2018 realised a major part of
the government’s implementation strategy™ The
Minister for Justice and Equality has indicated that
only one issue remains before Ireland can formally
ratify the Istanbul Convention:™ extra-territorial
prosecution of offences. To that end, the government
has approved the introduction of new legislation to
deal with this issue, and in May the Department of
Justice and Equality published a bill to that effect.”

In 2018, the parliament in Romania adopted three
new laws modifying existing legislation on violence
against women. One introduces a definition of gender-
based violence to the Romanian legal order;s another
criminalises any form of harassment, including sexual
and psychological harassment in public or in private.
The third law expands the definition of domestic
violence to also include psychological, physical,
spiritual and social violence, and it explicitly states
that religion, culture or custom cannot justify any form
of domestic violence.”s The most important measure
that Spain took in 2018 to address violence against
women within the scope of the Istanbul Convention
was the adoption of Royal Decree 9/2018 on
emergency measures for the development of the
State Pact on Gender-Based Violence. This standard
includes several initiatives: it modifies the Basic Law
of Local Government to devolve to the municipalities
those powers necessary for promoting equality and
discouraging gender violence; and it increases access
for victims of gender violence to social security
benefits without a court order or prosecutor’s report.

In the United Kingdom, legislative initiatives are also
ongoing. In Scotland, the Scottish Domestic Abuse
Act 2018™ came into force. With this new legislation,
abusing a partner or an ex-partner becomes an
offence. It also sets out rules of criminal procedure
for that offence and for offences for which being
a partner or ex-partner is a statutory aggravating
circumstance. In England and Wales, the government
is currently working on a Draft Domestic Abuse Bill,
which aims to “enshrine a definition of domestic
abuse in law, introduce a new protection order to
better protect victims from their abusers, recognise
the harm domestic abuse inflicts on a child and create
a Domestic Abuse Commissioner in law”.®

Member States also continued with a number of
initiatives to implement the convention in practice. The
Austrian National Council agreed on the need for the
expansion of shelters and created an additional 100
places for women affected by violence.” Germany
has continued the implementation process, developing
a number of initiatives and an action plan.?° The first
round table of the federation, the states and the
municipalities on violence against women took place
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on 18 September 2018. Among other announcements,
it stated that the Federal Government aims to provide
around € 35 million by 2020 to expand and support the
350 women'’s crisis centres, 100 shelter apartments
and around 600 counselling and support services.”

Slovakia started to implement a national project called
‘Prevention and elimination of gender discrimination’>
The European Social Fund funds the project within
Slovakia’s Human Resources operational programme.
This project secures the continuation of two
institutional measures: the Coordinating-Methodical
Centre for gender-based and domestic violence™: and
a national hotline for women experiencing violence.™
Under the ESF project, the operation of the hotline is
guaranteed until February 2022.%

Promising practice

Using an app to identify high-risk
neighbourhoods

The Brussels Region of Belgium initiated an
awareness and prevention campaign on sexual
violence and intimidation. The region funded the
development of an app, ‘Touche pas a ma pote’,
that allows women to report any instance of sex-

ual violence or intimidation. The objective is to
pinpoint high-risk neighbourhoods, thus helping
the police to monitor such neighbourhoods or
facilitate intervention. The campaign and accom-
panying app launched in March 2018.

For more information, see the articles on rtbf.be’s website
(French) and radio1.be’s website (Dutch).

9.3.4. Incidents highlight remaining
hurdles

There have also, however, been some setbacks. The
Federal Ministry of the Interior in Austria stopped
the project ‘"MARAC’ on violence against women in
Vienna. This project had held conferences on high-risk
cases of violence against women that the police, the
judiciary and intervention agencies had investigated.™s
An evaluation of the pilot project revealed that the
hoped-for benefits had not been achieved, according
to the ministry.”” The Domestic Abuse Intervention
Centre Vienna and opposition parties criticised the
decision to end this project.”?®

Certain negative developments outraged the public
in @ number of Member States. In Denmark, on
14 September 2018, the district court in Herning
acquitted four men of rape (appeal pending).” The
woman who reported the rape claimed that she
had been drugged and abused; however, the jury
was unable to conclude that the men knew she did
not consent. The Danish Criminal Code, section 216,
currently criminalises intercourse forced by use of
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violence, threats of violence or coercion, rather than
on the basis of a lack of consent. Various actors have
argued that the provision currently leads to too many
acquittals, and should be reformed.s°

In Portugal, a court case inspired a public debate on
sexual violence. The case concerned the rape of ayoung
woman by two staff members of a disco in 2016. They
raped the woman inside the premises while she was
drunk and unconscious. The inquiry confirmed the
facts and the court acknowledged them. However, on
27 June 2018, the Court of Appeal in Oporto upheld the
lower instance’s suspended sentence.' The decision
of the Court of Appeal was met with public disapproval
and criticised for undermining the seriousness of the
crime with its finding that “unlawfulness is not high”
since “there is no physical damage (or it is minimal),
nor is there violence”.

In Spain, the 2018 ‘wolf pack’ case, in which five
men were cleared of gang rape charges, was
widely reported.s> Also of note, however, is the
Juana Rivas case. A woman who was a victim of
gender-based violence was sentenced to five years’
imprisonment for child abduction, and six years’ loss
of parental rights for refusing to release her children
to their father, claiming that the children suffered
from violence in their father’s home. The case is still
pending. This case provoked a major backlash in
the national and international media, and protests
took place in the village of La Macarena (Granada),
where Juana Rivas and her children resided. The
Municipal Centre for Women in La Macarena plans
to submit this judgment to the Monitoring Centre for
Gender and Domestic Violence of the General Council
of the Judiciary, for it to assess whether or not any
structural violence (harm caused by institutions) has
occurred as a result of her treatment.’s



FRA opinions

The EU and other international bodies continued to
face growing challenges in the area of justice at the
national level in 2018, in particular regarding judicial
independence. An independent judiciary is the
cornerstone of the rule of law and of access to justice
(Article 19 of the TEU and Article 47 of the EU Charter
of Fundamental Rights). Despite continued efforts
of the EU and other international actors, the rule of
law situation in some EU Member States - especially
in terms of judicial independence - caused increasing
concern. For instance, for the first time in the history of
the EU, the European Parliament called on the Council
to adopt a decision under Article 7 (1) of the TEU
(determination of a clear risk of a serious breach by
a Member State of the common values referred to in
Article 2 of the TEU), and on the European Commission
to submit a proposal for a regulation that addresses,
from abudgetary perspective, generalised deficiencies
as regards the rule of law. Such deficiencies include
threats to the independence of the judiciary; arbitrary
or unlawful decisions by public authorities; limited
availability and effectiveness of legal remedies;
failure to implement judgments; and limitations on the
effective investigation or prosecution of, or sanctions
for, breaches of law.

FRA opinion 9.1

The EU and its Member States are encouraged to
further strengthen their efforts and collaboration
to maintain and reinforce independent
judiciaries, an essential component of the rule of
law. The existing efforts should be stepped up
to develop criteria and contextual assessments
to guide EU Member States in a regular and
comparative manner to recognise and tackle
any possible rule of law issues. Such regular
assessments would also be instrumental in the
context of the proposed EU regulation aiming to
address generalised deficiencies as regards the
rule of law. In addition, the EU Member States
concerned should act on recommendations such
as those issued by the European Commission as
part of its Rule of Law Framework procedure, as
well as under the Cooperation and Verification
Mechanism process, to ensure compliance with
the rule of law.

Positive developments in 2018 included more EU
Member States adopting legislation to implement
the Victims’ Rights Directive (2012/29/EU). Evidence
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at the national level in some Member States shows
that victims still encounter obstacles to reporting
crime and that their rights are not effectively
implemented at different levels, including procedural
aspects. Positive developments aimed at preventing
further or secondary victimisation took place in
a number of Member States. The European Parliament
on 30 May 2018 adopted a resolution on the
implementation of the Victims’ Rights Directive, in
which it criticised the Commission for failing to deliver
its report on the directive’s implementation in line
with Article 29 of the directive.

FRA opinion 9.2

EU Member States should continue their efforts
to effectively implement victims’ rights to ensure
rights awareness, access to appropriate support
services and effective remedies available to all
victims of crime.

In 2018, the European Union worked towards ratifying
the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic
violence (the Istanbul Convention). Another three
EU Member States ratified it, bringing to 20 the
total number of EU Member States that had ratified
the convention by the end of 2018. In determining
European standards for the protection of women
against violence, the Istanbul Convention is the most
important point of reference. In particular, Article 36
obliges States Parties to criminalise all non-
consensual sexual acts and adopt an approach that
highlights and reinforces a person’s unconditional
sexual autonomy. In 2018, some Member States
took measures to align their legislation with
this convention requirement.

FRA opinion 9.3

All EU Member States that have not yet done
so and the EU itself are encouraged to ratify
the Council of Europe Convention on preventing
and combating violence against women and
domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). FRA
encourages Member States to address protection
gaps in national legislation and consider the
criminalisation of all non-consensual sexual
acts as laid down in Article 36 of the Istanbul
Convention.
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http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=202264&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5544394
http://prawo.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/download.xsp/WDU20180002507/O/D20182507.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=208057&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5550959
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=208054&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5551101
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-624/18
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-625/18
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-625/18
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=nl&jur=C,T,F&num=C-668/18&td=ALL
http://trybunal.gov.pl/s/k-718/
https://ipo.trybunal.gov.pl/ipo/view/sprawa.xhtml?&pokaz=dokumenty&sygnatura=K 7/18
https://www.encj.eu/node/495
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0340+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0340+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0340+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=208326&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5673851
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/37477/st15396-en18.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0446&format=XML&language=EN
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-6365_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-6365_en.htm
https://rm.coe.int/ad-hoc-report-on-romania-rule-34-adopted-by-greco-at-its-79th-plenary-/16807b7717
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2018)021-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2018)021-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2018)017-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2018)017-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2018)017-e
https://www.ccr.ro/files/products/Decizie_633_2018.pdf
https://www.ccr.ro/files/products/Decizie_651_2018.pdf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/romania-should-improve-the-protection-of-persons-with-disabilities-combat-violence-against-women-safeguard-press-freedom-and-maintain-the-independence
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/romania-should-improve-the-protection-of-persons-with-disabilities-combat-violence-against-women-safeguard-press-freedom-and-maintain-the-independence
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/romania-should-improve-the-protection-of-persons-with-disabilities-combat-violence-against-women-safeguard-press-freedom-and-maintain-the-independence
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/158840/note-working-group-rol.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/DV/2018/11-19/1169408EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0456&language=EN&ring=B8-2018-0523
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0456&language=EN&ring=B8-2018-0523
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European Commission (2018), Proposal for a requlation on the protection of the Union’s budget in case of
generalised deficiencies as regards the rule of law in the Member States, COM/2018/324 final, 2 May 2018.
See also the European Parliament’s website.

European Commission (2018), The 2018 EU Justice Scoreboard, COM(2018) 364 final, Brussels, 28 May 2018.

In the context of the European Semester, see relevant country-specific recommendations concerning judicial
independence and effectiveness in Slovakia, Council Recommendation of 13 July 2018 on the 2018 National
Reform Programme of Slovakia and delivering a Council opinion on the 2018 Stability Programme of Slovakia,
recommendation no. 3, 13 July 2018.

European Commission, Flash Eurobarometer survey Perceived independence of the national justice systems
in the EU among the general public, Number 461, May 2018; and European Commission, Flash Eurobarometer
survey on Perceived independence of the national justice systems in the EU among companies, Number
462, May 2018.

European Parliament (2018), Resolution on the implementation of Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum
standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime (2016/2328(INI)), P8_TA-PROV(2018)
0229, Strasbourg, 30 May 2018.

Ibid, para. 1.
Ibid, para. 3.
Ibid, para. 4.
See the Council of Europe’s website.

Belgium, Law of 11 July 2018 on diverse provisions in criminal affairs (Wet houdende diverse bepalingen in
strafzaken / Loi portant des dispositions diverses en matiere pénale), publication in the Belgian Offical Gazette
on 18 July 2018. See also: Royal Decree of 22 June 2018 concerning the recognition of centres specialised in
the reception and treatment of victims of human trafficking and severe variants of such trafficking and to
recognise their right to take legal action (Koninklijk besluit betreffende het verlenen van erkenning aan de
centra gespecialiseerd in de opvang en begeleiding van slachtoffers van mensenhandel en van bepaalde
zwaardere vormen van mensensmokkel en inzake de erkenning om in rechte op te treden / Arrété royal
relatif a I'octroi de reconnaissance aux centres spécialisés dans I'accueil et 'accompagnement des victimes
de traite et de certaines formes aggravées de trafic des étres humains et a I'agrément pour ester en justice),
publication in the Belgian Official Gazette on 5 July 2018; or Government Decree of the Brussels-Capital
Region amending the Government Decree of 23 March 2017 concerning the transportation costs of travellers
on the transportation network of the city and the Brussels-Capital Region and granting a free subscription
to the statue of national solidarity for victims of acts of terrorism, adopted on 21 June 2018 (Besluit van de
Brusselse Hoofdstedelijke Regering houdende wijziging van het Besluit van de Brusselse Hoofdstedelijke
Regering van 23 maart 2017 houdende de prijzen voor het vervoer van reizigers op het net van het stads- en
streekvervoer van het Brussels Hoofd-stedelijk Gewest en tot toekenning van een gratis abonnement aan
de houders van het statuut van nationale solidariteit voor de slachtoffers van daden van terrorisme / Arrété
modifiant I'arrété du 23 mars 2017 du Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale portant des prix du
transport des voyageurs sur le réseau des transports urbains et régionaux de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale
et octroyant un abonnement gratuit aux bénéficiaires du statut de solidarité nationale pour les victimes
d‘actes de terrorisme), publication in the Belgian Official Gazette on 5 July 2018.

Croatia, Protection from Domestic Violence Act (Zakon o zastiti od nasilja u obitelji) (2018), Official Gazette,
(Narodne novine) No. 70/17. See also: Croatia, Law on confirmation of the Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Zakon o potvrdivanju Konvencije
Vijeca Europe o sprecavanju i borbi protiv nasilja nad Zenama i nasilja u obitelji) (2018), Official Gazette,
International part (Narodne novine, Medunarodni dio) No. 3/18; Croatia, Ministry of Demography, Family,
Youth and Social Policy (Ministarstvo demografije, obitelji, mladih i socijalne politike), Ordinance on the
manner of collection, processing and transmission of statistical data and reports in the area of application
of the Protection from Domestic Violence Act, (Pravilnik o nacinu prikupljanja, obrade i dostave statistickih
podataka i izvjesca iz podrucja primjene Zakona o zastiti od nasilja u obitelji) (2018), Official Gazette (Narodne
novine) No. 31/18.

Czechia, Act No. 59/2017 on the Use of Financial Resources from Proprietary Criminal Sanctions Imposed
in Criminal Proceedings and amending some laws (zékon ¢. 59/2017 Sb., o pouziti penéznich prostredku
z majetkovych trestnich sankci uloZenych v trestnim fizeni a o zméné nékterych zakond, 3 March 2017.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1527242339028&uri=CELEX%3A52018PC0324
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1527242339028&uri=CELEX%3A52018PC0324
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0136(COD)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/justice_scoreboard_2018_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1538474984830&uri=CELEX%3A32018H0910%2824%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1538474984830&uri=CELEX%3A32018H0910%2824%29
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/FLASH/surveyKy/2168
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/FLASH/surveyKy/2168
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/FLASH/surveyKy/2167
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/FLASH/surveyKy/2167
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/FLASH/surveyKy/2167
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2018-0229+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2018-0229+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
https://rm.coe.int/prems-093618-gbr-gender-equality-strategy-2023-web-a5/16808b47e1
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/wet/wet.htm
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/wet/wet.htm
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/2018/07/11/2018040294/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/wet/wet.htm
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/wet/wet.htm
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/wet/wet.htm
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/arrete/2018/06/22/2018031373/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/arrete/2018/06/22/2018031373/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/arrete/2018/06/22/2018031373/justel
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2017_07_70_1660.html
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/medunarodni/2018_05_3_27.html
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/medunarodni/2018_05_3_27.html
http://dms/research/AR-2012/ResearchMaterial/narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2018_04_31_627.html
http://dms/research/AR-2012/ResearchMaterial/narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2018_04_31_627.html
https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2017-59
https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2017-59
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Access to justice

Estonia, Procedure for the Conduct of Conciliation Proceedings (Lepitusmenetluse labiviimise kord) State
Gazette (Riigi Teataja) |, 26.01.2018, 23.

Greece, Law 4531/2018 on (l) Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence and adjustment of Greek legislation((/) Kipwon ¢ Zupfoonc
Tou JupBouliou Tn¢ Eupwmng yia Tnv MpdAnwn kot TRV KatamoAEunan 1n¢ Biog KATG TwV yUVOIKWY KoL TNG
Evdooikoyevelakric Biog ko mpooappoyn ¢ eAAnviknc vopoBeaioc)(0.G. A 62/05-04-2018).

Hungary, Act XC of 2017 on the Criminal Procedure s (2017. évi (X térvény a biintetéeljarasrol), 13 June 2017.
See also: Government of Hungary, Government Decree 100/2018. (VI. 8.) on the detailed regulation of the
investigation and the preparatory procedure (100/2018. (VI. 8.) Korm. Rendelet a nyomozds és az elékészitd
eljards részletes szabdlyairdl), 8 June 2018, or Hungary, Decree No. 13 of 2018 of the Ministry of Justice on
the establishment, operation and control of usage of police interrogation rooms that is used for carrying
out procedural actions involving the participation of persons requiring special treatment (13/2018. (VI. 12.)
IM rendelet a kilénleges bandasmddot igénylé személy részvételét igénylé eljardsi cselekmény elvégzésére
sz0lgdlé rendérségi helyiség kialakitdsarol, mikddtetésérél és a hasznalata ellenérzésérél).

Ireland, Department of Justice and Equality, Press Release, Minister for Justice and Equality, “Charlie Flanagan
TD, announces two major measures to assist victims of crime in 2018”, 28 December 2017. The necessary
changes were made in the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 2017, SI 626/2017.

Italy, Law No. 4 of 11 January 2018, Amendments to the Civil Code, the Criminal Code, and the Criminal
Procedure Code, as well as other provisions in favour of children orphaned due to domestic violence (Legge
11 gennaio 2018, n. 4, “Modifiche al codice civile, al codice penale, al codice di procedura penale e altre
disposizioni in favore degli orfani per crimini domestici”).

Lithuania, the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas) (2018), Law amending Art. 2,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34 and annex of the Law on State-Guaranteed Legal Aid
(Valstybés garantuojamos teisines pagalbos jstatymo Nr. VIll-1591 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 29,
30, 31, 32, 34 straipsniy ir priedo pakeitimo jstatymo projektas), No. Xlll-1437, 30 June 2018.

Malta, Victims of Crime Act, CAP. 539 of the Laws of Malta, 2 April 2015. See also: Restorative Justice Act, CAP.
516 of the Laws of Malta, 27 January 2012.

The Netherlands, Minister of Security and Justice (Minister van Veligheid en justitie) (2015), Bill on
Compensation for Emotional Distress (Wijziging van het Burgerlijk Wetboek, het Wetboek van Strafvordering
en het Wetboek van Strafrecht teneinde de vergoeding van affectieschade mogelijk te maken en het verhaal
daarvan alsmede het verhaal van verplaatsteschade door derden in het strafproces te bevorderen).

Portugal, Ordinance 197/2018 establishing further rules regarding subjects set out in Regulatory Decree
2/2018,namely the referral procedures, personal file and models of internal regulations, and applies to the
operation of emergency care services and shelters that are part of the national support network for victims
of domestic violence (Portaria 197/2018 procede 3 regulamentacdo do Decreto Regulamentar 2/2018n0
que respeita ao relatério de encaminhamento, ao processo individual e aos modelos de regulamentos
internos,e aplica-se as estruturas de atendimento, respostas de acolhimento de emergéncia e casas de abrigo
que integram a rede nacional de apoio a vitimas de violéncia doméstica), 6 July 2018.

Romania, Law no. 97/2018 of 2 May 2018 on measures to protect victims of crime (Lege nr. 97 din 27 aprilie
2018 privind unele masuri de protectie a victimelor infractiunilor), Articles 2, 4.

Slovakia, Government of the Slovak Republic (VIdda Slovenskej republiky) (2018), Navrh zdkona, ktorym
sa meni a dopliia zékon ¢. 300/2005 Z.z. trestny zékon v zneni neskorsich predpisov a ktorym sa menia
a dopliiaju niektoré zékony. Predkladacia spréva, adopted on 21 February 2018. See also: Slovakia, Act
no. 274/2017 Coll. On Victims of Crime (Zdkon ¢. 274/2017 Z. z. o obetiach trestnych cinov a o zmene
a doplneni niektorych zakonov).

Slovenia, Act Amending the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions Act (Zakon o spremembah in dopolnitvah
zakona o izvrsevanju kazenskih sankcij (ZIKS-1G)), 13 February 2018.

Spain, Ministry of the Presidency, Relations with Parliament and Equality (Ministerio de la Presidencia,
relaciones con las Cortes e Igualdad) (2018), Royal Decree 9/2018 on emergency measures for the
development of the State Pact on Gender-Based Violence (Real Decreto 9/2018, de 3 de agosto, de medidas
urgentes para el desarrollo del Pacto de Estado contra la violencia de género), Press release, 4 August 2018.

Sweden, Ministry of Social Health and Welfare (Socialdepartementet) (2018), The Convention on the Rights
of the Child and its way towards Swedish law (Barnkonventionens vdg mot svensk lag), 20 March 2018. See
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https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/126012018023
http://www.ministryofjustice.gr/site/Portals/0/uploaded_files/uploaded_25/4531.pdf
http://www.ministryofjustice.gr/site/Portals/0/uploaded_files/uploaded_25/4531.pdf
http://www.ministryofjustice.gr/site/Portals/0/uploaded_files/uploaded_25/4531.pdf
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=202672.340269
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=208779.355308
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=208779.355308
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=208824.355444
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=208824.355444
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=208824.355444
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PR17000447
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PR17000447
http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2018/2/1/18G00020/sg
http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2018/2/1/18G00020/sg
http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2018/2/1/18G00020/sg
http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=12306&l=1
http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=11813&l=1
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/binaries/rijksoverheid/documenten/kamerstukken/2015/07/20/wetsvoorstel-vergoeding-affectieschade/tk-voorstel-van-wet-teneinde-de-vergoeding-van-affectieschade-mogelijk-t.pdf
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/binaries/rijksoverheid/documenten/kamerstukken/2015/07/20/wetsvoorstel-vergoeding-affectieschade/tk-voorstel-van-wet-teneinde-de-vergoeding-van-affectieschade-mogelijk-t.pdf
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/binaries/rijksoverheid/documenten/kamerstukken/2015/07/20/wetsvoorstel-vergoeding-affectieschade/tk-voorstel-van-wet-teneinde-de-vergoeding-van-affectieschade-mogelijk-t.pdf
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/115648911
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/115648911
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/115648911
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/115648911
http://www.monitoruljuridic.ro/act/lege-nr-97-din-27-aprilie-2018-privind-unele-m-suri-de-protec-ie-a-victimelor-infrac-iunilor-emitent-parlamentul-200250.html
http://www.monitoruljuridic.ro/act/lege-nr-97-din-27-aprilie-2018-privind-unele-m-suri-de-protec-ie-a-victimelor-infrac-iunilor-emitent-parlamentul-200250.html
http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=27234http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=27234
http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=27234http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=27234
http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=27234http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=27234
http://pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO7509
http://pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO7509
https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2018-11135
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringens-politik/barnkonventionens-vag-mot-svensk-lag/
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also: Sweden, Swedish Parliament (Riksdagen) (2018), A new sexual offense law built on consent (En ny
sexualbrottslagstiftning byggd pa frivillighet), 23 May 2018.

UK, HM Government (2018), Victims’ Strategy, September 2018, p. 8.
UK, HM Government, Victims’ Strategy, September 2018, p. 35.

Romania, Law no. 97/2018 of 2 May 2018 on measures to protect victims of crime (Lege nr. 97 din 27 aprilie
2018 privind unele masuri de protectie a victimelor infractiunilor), Articles 2, 4.

Ibid, Art. 4.

Portugal, Written reply of the Ministry of Home Affairs, (Ministério da Administracdo Interna, MAI), dated 16
November 2018.

Slovakia, Academy of Police Force in Bratislava (Akadémia policajného zboru v Bratislave), ‘Specidlne
vysluchové miestnosti pre detské obete a dalsie obzvlast zranitelné obete trestnych cinov - ndrodny projekt’;
Information provided via e-mail by the Presidium of Police Force on 8 January 2019.

Greece, Law 4531/2018 “(I) Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention preventing and combating violence
against women and domestic violence and adjustment of Greek legislation”((/) Kupwaon 1n¢ SupBoonc Tou
JupPBouliou Tn¢ Eupwrng yia Tnv MpoAnyn kot Tnv KatoamoAéunon 1nN¢ Bio¢ KATA TwV YUVOIKWY KOl TNG
Evbooikoyeveiaknc Bio¢ kou mpooappoyrn TN eAAnvikic vopoBeaioc)(0.G. A 62/05-04-2018).

The Netherlands, Senate (Eerste kamer der Staten-Generaal) (2017), Compensation for emotional distress
(Vergoeding van affectieschade), web page.

The Netherlands, Bulletin of Acts, Orders and Decrees of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (Staatsblad van
het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden) (2018), ‘Besluit van 14 september 2018 tot vaststelling van het tijdstip
van inwerkingtreding van de Wet van 11 april 2018 tot wijziging van het Burgerlijk Wetboek, het Wetboek
van Strafvordering en het Wetboek van Strafrecht teneinde de vergoeding van affectieschade mogelijk te
maken en het verhaal daarvan alsmede het verhaal van verplaatste schade door derden in het strafproces te
bevorderen (Stb. 2018, 132) en van het Besluit vergoeding affectieschade’, Volume 2018, No. 339.

Ibid.

Slovakia, Act No. 274/2017 Coll on victims of crime (Zdkon ¢. 274/2017 Z.z. o0 obetiach trestnych cinov), 12
October 2017.

Directive 2012/29/EU, Recital (71), in accordance with Article 1 and 2 of Protocol (No 22) on the position of
Denmark, annexed to the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
(consolidated versions), Protocol (No 22) on the position of Denmark, Q) C 326, 26 October 2012.

Denmark, Act no. 31 of 8 February 2018 on amending the Criminal Code, amending the statute of
limitation in cases of sexual abuse of children, amending to the act on liability and termination of the
72-hour rule in cases of rape, incest and sexual abuse of children etc. (Lov nr. 37 af 8. februar 2018 om
ophavelse af foraeldelsesfrister for gerningsmandens strafansvar i sager om seksuelt misbrug af barn og for
erstatningskrav mod forvaltningsmyndigheder for svigt i sager om overgreb mod barn, forhgjelse af niveauet
for tortgodtgarelse for seksuelle kraenkelser samt ophaevelse af 72-timersreglen i sager om voldtaegt, incest
og seksuelt misbrug af barn m.v.).

Ibid.

See the Senja website in English and in Finnish, and the Rape Crisis Centre’s webpages on the effort in Finnish
and in English.

Cyprus, Circle of Change/ Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Girls through Gender
Equality Awareness (JUST/2016/RGEN/AG/VAWA/9945).

For more details about the project, see the relevant webpage on SPAVO’s website.
Estonia, Ministry of Justice (Justiitsministeerium), Grant agreement no. 4-7/72. 08.10.2018.
See Rete Dafne’s website.

McDonald, Guide for Lawyers on the Victims’ Directive and the Irish Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act
2017, Dublin: Irish Council on Civil Liberties, Feb. 2018.

See the websites of Rape Crisis Network Ireland; Dublin Rape Crisis Centre; Safe Ireland; Women’s Aid; Victims’
Rights Alliance; National Women'’s Council of Ireland.


https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/en-ny-sexualbrottslagstiftning-byggd-pa_H501JuU29
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/en-ny-sexualbrottslagstiftning-byggd-pa_H501JuU29
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-strategy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/746930/victim-strategy.pdf
http://www.monitoruljuridic.ro/act/lege-nr-97-din-27-aprilie-2018-privind-unele-m-suri-de-protec-ie-a-victimelor-infrac-iunilor-emitent-parlamentul-200250.html
http://www.monitoruljuridic.ro/act/lege-nr-97-din-27-aprilie-2018-privind-unele-m-suri-de-protec-ie-a-victimelor-infrac-iunilor-emitent-parlamentul-200250.html
https://www.akademiapz.sk/sites/default/files/OVVP/projekty/peci%C3%A1lne v%C3%BDsluchov%C3%A9 miestnosti - projekt.pdf
https://www.akademiapz.sk/sites/default/files/OVVP/projekty/peci%C3%A1lne v%C3%BDsluchov%C3%A9 miestnosti - projekt.pdf
http://www.ministryofjustice.gr/site/Portals/0/uploaded_files/uploaded_25/4531.pdf
http://www.ministryofjustice.gr/site/Portals/0/uploaded_files/uploaded_25/4531.pdf
http://www.ministryofjustice.gr/site/Portals/0/uploaded_files/uploaded_25/4531.pdf
https://www.eerstekamer.nl/wetsvoorstel/34257_vergoeding_van
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/stb-2018-339.pdf
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/stb-2018-339.pdf
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/stb-2018-339.pdf
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/stb-2018-339.pdf
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/stb-2018-339.pdf
https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2017/274/20180101
https://www.ft.dk/ripdf/samling/20171/lovforslag/l31/20171_l31_som_vedtaget.pdf
https://www.ft.dk/ripdf/samling/20171/lovforslag/l31/20171_l31_som_vedtaget.pdf
https://www.ft.dk/ripdf/samling/20171/lovforslag/l31/20171_l31_som_vedtaget.pdf
https://www.ft.dk/ripdf/samling/20171/lovforslag/l31/20171_l31_som_vedtaget.pdf
https://www.ft.dk/ripdf/samling/20171/lovforslag/l31/20171_l31_som_vedtaget.pdf
http://senjanetti.fi/en
http://senjanetti.fi/
https://tukinainen.fi/senja-netti/
http://www.tukinainen.fi/english/
http://www.domviolence.org.cy/en/step4gv-support-training-exchange-practices-for-gender-based-violence/
https://www.kriminaalpoliitika.ee/et/tu-leping-ja-projekti-kirjeldus
http://www.retedafne.it/chi-siamo/
https://www.iccl.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ICCL-Guide-on-the-EU-Victims-Directive-and-Victims-Act-Mar-2018.pdf
https://www.iccl.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ICCL-Guide-on-the-EU-Victims-Directive-and-Victims-Act-Mar-2018.pdf
http://www.rcni.ie/
http://www.safeireland.ie
http://www.womensaid.ie/
https://victimsrightsalliance.com/
https://victimsrightsalliance.com/
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Hungary, Response to public data request, National Police Headquarters, 19 September 2018, p. 4-5.
The agenda of the meeting is available on the EP’s website.
FRA (2014), Violence against women: an EU-wide survey. Main results report, Luxembourg, Publications Office.

Croatia, Announcement on entering into force for Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence (Objava o stupanju na snagu Konvencije Vijeca Europe
o0 sprecavanju i borbi protiv nasilja nad Zenama i nasilja u obitelji) (2018), Official Gazette, International part
(Narodne novine, Medunarodni dio) No. 4/18.

Germany, Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium fir
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (2018), ‘Konvention zum besseren Schutz von Frauen vor Gewalt in
Kraft getreten’, Press release, 1 February 2018.

Greece, Law 4531/2018 “(I) Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention preventing and combating violence
against women and domestic violence and adjustment of Greek legislation” ((/) KUpwon Tn¢ ZupBaonc Tou
JupBouldiou Tn¢ Eupwrng yia Tnv MpdAnywn kot Tnv KatamoAéunan tn¢ Bia¢ KATA TwWV YUVAIKWVY KOt THC
EvdooikoyeVelakric Biog kot mpooappoyr Tn¢ eAAnViki¢ vopoBeaiac)(0.G. A 62/05-04-2018).

Luxembourg, The act of 20 July 2018 approving the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, signed in Istanbul on 11 May 2011 (Loi du 20 juillet 2018
portant approbation de la Convention du Conseil de I'Europe sur la prévention et la lutte contre la violence
a I'égard des femmes et la violence domestique, signée a Istanbul le 11 mai 2071).

See the European Parliament’s website.

Bulgaria, Constitutional Court of the Republic of Bulgaria (KoHcmumyyuoHeH cb0 Ha Penybauka bba2apus)
(2017), Decision N 13, Sofia, 27 July 2018, promulgated in SG 65/7 August 2018 (PeweHue N° 13, Cocpus, 27
10U 2018 2., 06H. /1B, 6p. 65 om 07.08.2018 2.), 7 August 2018.

Ibid.

See the Council of Europe’s webpage on convention-related monitoring work.

Council of Europe, GREVIO, Baseline Evaluation Report Austria, 27 September 2017, pp. 141-143.
Ibid.

Belgium, Criminal Code (Strafwetboek / Code Penal), Publication in the Belgian Official Gazette on 9 June 1867
and last amended on 29 October 2018, Articles 371/1, 373, 375, 38oter.

Bulgaria, Criminal Code (HakazameneH kodekc), 2 April 1968, Art. 152.

Croatia, Criminal Code (Kazneni zakon) (2011), Official Gazette, (Narodne novine) No. 125/11, 144/12, 56/15,
61/15, 101/17.

Ireland, Criminal Law (Rape) (Amendment) Act 1990, Sections 2 to 5.

Malta, Gender-based Violence and Domestic Violence Act, CAP. 581 of the Laws of Malta, 14 May 2018, Article
24 (h).

Sweden, Penal Code (Brottshalk [1962:700]).

UK, HM Government, Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Combating Violence Against Women
and Girls and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) - 2018 Report on Progress, 30 October 2018, p.
25 and 28.

Denmark, Ministry of Justice (Justitsministeriet), press release, 4 October 2018.

Finland, Parliament, Legislative motion (Lakialoite laiksi rikoslain 20 luvun 1 §:n muuttamisesta/Lagmotion
med férslag till lag om dndring av 20 kap. 1 § i strafflagen) No. LA 4/2018 vp; Finland, Citizens’ initiative
(Raiskauksen mddritelméa suostumusperustaiseksi - Suostumus2018), No. VN/2718/2018, 5 June 2018.

Austria, Criminal Code (Bundesgesetz vom 23. Janner 1974 Uber die mit gerichtlicher Strafe bedrohten
Handlungen, Strafgesetzbuch - StGB), BGBI. Nr. 60/1974.

Criminal Code (Strafwetboek / Code Penal), Publication in the Belgian Official Gazette on 9 June 1867 and last
amended on 29 October 2018, Art. 410.

Estonia, Penal Code (Karistusseadustik), consolidated text RT I, 13.03.2019, 77.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+COMPARL+CJ01-OJ-20180425-1+01+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/violence-against-women-eu-wide-survey-main-results-report
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/medunarodni/2018_06_4_38.html
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/medunarodni/2018_06_4_38.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/konvention-zum-besseren-schutz-von-frauen-vor-gewalt-in-kraft-getreten/121718
http://data.legilux.public.lu/eli/etat/leg/loi/2018/07/20/a631/jo/fr/pdf
http://data.legilux.public.lu/eli/etat/leg/loi/2018/07/20/a631/jo/fr/pdf
http://data.legilux.public.lu/eli/etat/leg/loi/2018/07/20/a631/jo/fr/pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-eu-accession-to-the-istanbul-convention
http://constcourt.bg/bg/Acts/GetHtmlContent/f278a156-9d25-412d-a064-6ffd6f997310
http://constcourt.bg/bg/Acts/GetHtmlContent/f278a156-9d25-412d-a064-6ffd6f997310
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/country-monitoring-work
https://rm.coe.int/grevio-report-austria-1st-evaluation/1680759619
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/1867/06/08/1867060850/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/1867/06/08/1867060850/justel
http://www.lex.bg/laws/ldoc/1589654529
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2017_07_70_1660.html
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2017_07_70_1660.html
http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=12830&l=1
http://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/brottsbalk-1962700_sfs-1962-700
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/752315/CCS207_CCS0918513168-001_Domestic_Violence_Istanbul_Convention_2018_Accessible__002_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/752315/CCS207_CCS0918513168-001_Domestic_Violence_Istanbul_Convention_2018_Accessible__002_.pdf
http://www.justitsministeriet.dk/nyt-og-presse/pressemeddelelser/2018/justitsministeren-nedsaetter-ekspertpanel-om-voldtaegt-og-vil
http://www.eduskunta.fi/FI/vaski/KasittelytiedotValtiopaivaasia/Sivut/LA_4+2018.aspx
https://www.kansalaisaloite.fi/fi/aloite/3209
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10002296
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/1867/06/08/1867060850/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/1867/06/08/1867060850/justel
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/113032019077
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France, Criminal code, Art. 222-24, 222-3, 222-12, 222-13, 222-10, 222-18-3.

Art. 2 of the above-mentioned Law No. 4/2018, reformed Art. 577 of the Italian Criminal Code ruling the
aggravating circumstances of murders (ruled by Art. 575 of the Italian Criminal Code).

See the website on Legal Acts of the Republic of Latvia.

Gender-based Violence and Domestic Violence Act, CAP. 581 of the Laws of Malta, 14 May 2018, Articles 24(1)
(i) - (viii).

Portugal, Law 16/2018, proceeding to the forty-fifth amendment to the Penal Code (Lei 16/2018 que procede
a quadragésima quinta alteracdo ao Codigo Penal), 27 March 2018.

Slovakia, Law no. 300/2005 Coll. Criminal Code, Articles 200 and 201.

UK, HM Government, Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Combating Violence Against Women
and Girls and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) - 2018 Report on Progress, 30 October 2018, pp. 25
and 28.

Law of 18 June 2018 on the approach to violence due to culture, customs, religion, tradition or so-called
honour, including genital mutilation (Wet betreffende de aanpak van geweld omwille van cultuur, gewoonte,
religie, traditie of de zogenaamde «eer», met inbegrip van de genitale verminking / Loi relative a la lutte
contre les actes de violence perpétrés au nom de la culture, de la coutume, de la religion, de la tradition ou
du prétendu «honneur», y compris les mutilations génitales), Publication in the Belgian Official Gazette on
27 September 2018.

Denmark, Act no. 358 of 29 April 2018, on amending the Criminal Code raising the penalty on severe acts of
violence (Lov nr. 358 af 29. April 2018 om skaerpelse af straffen for grov vold).

Denmark, The Supreme Court (Hgjesteret), U.2018.2638, case 1/2018, 2 May 2018.

Cyprus Ministry of Justice and Public Order (2018), “Public consultation on the bill entitled ‘Law on prevention
and combating violence against women of 2018"”, 19 September 2018; Cyprus, Parliamentary Legal Committee
of the House of Representatives of Cyprus, the Law on Protection against Harassment of 2017 (O mepl ¢

MpoaTaaioc amé MoapevioxAnan kot MoapevoxAnTikni MapoakoAouBnon Nopoc Tou 2017).
Czechia, Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, Chamber Print No. 79.

Greece, Law 4531/2018 “(I) Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention preventing and combating violence
against women and domestic violence and adjustment of Greek legislation” ((/) Kupwon ¢ S0pBaone Tou
JupPBouliou Tn¢ Eupwrng yia Tnv MpoAnyn kot Tnv KatoamoAéunon 1nN¢ Bioi¢ KATA TwV YUVOIKWY KOl TNG
Evbooikoyeveiaknc Bio¢ ko mpoaappoyn Tne eAAnvikic vopoBeaioc)(0.G. A 62/05-04-2018)

Malta, Gender-based Violence and Domestic Violence Act, CAP. 581 of the Laws of Malta, 14 May 2018.

By virtue of Section 1, the Act will come into force when the Minister for Justice and Equality so orders, but
no such order has yet been introduced.

See Minister for Justice and Equality, Answer to Parliamentary Query 585 from Catherine Martin TD, on 17
April 2018; Minister for Justice and Equality, Answer to Parliamentary Query 102 from Jim O’Callaghan TD, on
22 February 2018, both available at www justice.ie.

Ireland, Criminal Justice (Istanbul Convention) Bill 2018.

Romania, Law no. 178/2018 of 17 July 2018 modifying Law no. 202/2002 on equality between men and
women (Lege nr. 178 din 17 iulie 2018 pentru modificarea si completarea Legii nr. 202/2002 privind egalitatea
de sanse si de tratament intre femei si barbati), Art. 2.

Romania, Law no. 232/2018 of 2 August 2018 modifying Law no. 202/2002 on equality between men and
women (Lege nr. 232 din 2 august 2018 pentru modificarea si completarea Legii nr. 202/2002 privind egalitatea
de sanse si de tratament intre femei si barbati), Art. 1.

Romania, Law no. 174/2018 of 13 July 2018 modifying Law no. 217/2003 on preventing and combatting
domestic violence (Lege nr. 174 din 13 iulie 2018 privind modificarea si completarea Legii nr. 217/2003 pentru
prevenirea si combaterea violentei in familie), Articles 5, 6.

Spain, Ministry of the Presidency, Relations with Parliament and Equality (Ministerio de la Presidencia,
relaciones con las Cortes e Igualdad) (2018), Royal Decree 9/2018 on emergency measures for the development


http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCodeArticle.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070719&idArticle=LEGIARTI000026268256
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/298836-grozijumi-kriminallikuma
http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=12830&l=1
http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=12830&l=1
https://dre.pt/application/conteudo/114913769
https://dre.pt/application/conteudo/114913769
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/752315/CCS207_CCS0918513168-001_Domestic_Violence_Istanbul_Convention_2018_Accessible__002_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/752315/CCS207_CCS0918513168-001_Domestic_Violence_Istanbul_Convention_2018_Accessible__002_.pdf
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2018/06/18/2018013796/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2018/06/18/2018013796/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/2018/06/18/2018013796/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/2018/06/18/2018013796/justel
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/2018/06/18/2018013796/justel
https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=200866
http://domstol.fe1.tangora.com/media/-300016/files/1-18.pdf
http://www.mjpo.gov.cy/mjpo/mjpo.nsf/All/A9E6B2B5A82F402AC225830C00357322?OpenDocument
http://www.mjpo.gov.cy/mjpo/mjpo.nsf/All/A9E6B2B5A82F402AC225830C00357322?OpenDocument
http://www2.parliament.cy/parliamentgr/008_06/02/003.04.05.02.pdf
http://www2.parliament.cy/parliamentgr/008_06/02/003.04.05.02.pdf
http://www.psp.cz/sqw/historie.sqw?o=8&t=79
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-4531-2018
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-4531-2018
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-4531-2018
http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=12830&l=1
http://www.justice.ie
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Criminal_Justice_(Istanbul_Convention)_Bill_General_Scheme.pdf/Files/Criminal_Justice_(Istanbul_Convention)_Bill_General_Scheme.pdf
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of the State Pact on Gender-Based Violence (Real Decreto 9/2018, de 3 de agosto, de medidas urgentes para
el desarrollo del Pacto de Estado contra la violencia de género), Press release, 4 August 2018.

UK, Scotland, Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018.

UK, HM Government, Transforming the Response to Domestic Abuse Government Consultation (full version),
8 March 2018, p. 9.

Parliament correspondence No. 556, Gewaltschutz: Nationalrat fasst einstimmig Entschluss fir 100 zusétzliche
Betreuungsplatze, 17 May 2018.

CDU, CSU, SPD (2018), Ein neuer Aufbruch fir Europa. Eine neue Dynamik fir Deutschland. Ein neuer
Zusammenhalt firunser Land - Koalitionsvertrag zwischen CDU, CSUund SPD, Berlin, 7 February 2018, pp. 25-26.

Germany, Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium fiir
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (2018), ““Gemeinsam gegen Gewalt gegen Frauen”. Franziska Giffey
startet Runden Tisch von Bund, Ldndern und Kommunen - Hilfen fiir betroffene Frauen werden ausgebaut’,
Press release, 18 September 2018.

Slovakia, Institat pre vyskum préce a rodiny (2018), ‘Spoluprédcou a vzdeldvanim k rovnosti a déstojnosti Zien
a muzov’, Press release from 18 Junw 2018.

More detail information on Coordinating-methodical centre for gender-based and domestic violence is
available on the Slovak government’s website.

Slovakia, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic (Ministerstvo prace, socidlnych
veci a rodiny SR), ‘Ndrodna linka pre Zeny zazivajuce nasilie’.

Information provided by the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic on
27 September 2018.

DerStandard, ,Innenministerium stoppt Projekt zu Gewalt gegen Frauen”, 17 July 2018.

Austria, Federal Ministry of the Interior, APA press release, BMI: Fallkonferenzen - Verbesserung des
Opferschutzes wird in Task Force Strafrecht weiterentwickelt, 17 July 2018. See also the response by the
Federal Minister for Women, Families and Youth to an parliamentary inquiry, 4 September 2018.

DerStandard, ,Innenministerium stoppt Projekt zu Gewalt gegen Frauen”, 17 July 2018. See also Domestic
Abuse Intervention Centre Vienna (Wiener Interventionstelle fir Gewalt in der Familie), Mehrere Morde an
Frauen in einem Monat: Gewaltschutzexpertinnen sehen Handlungsbedarf, 17 July 2018.

Denmark, The District court in Herning (Retten i Herning), Dom i naevningesag om blandt andet voldtaegt,
press release, 14 September 2018.

Berlingske,’Endnu en frifindelse for voldtaegt peger pa ofres manglende retssikkerhed’, 23 September 2018.

Portugal, Court of Appeal of Porto (Tribunal da Relacdo do Porto), 23 Seccdo criminal, Proc. n.° 3897/16.9JAPRT.
P1, 27 June 2018.

The Guardian, “Protests in Spain as five men cleared of teenager’s gang rape”, 26 April 2018.

Europapress, “Remitiran al CGPJ la sentencia condenatoria a Juana Rivas por si hubiera ‘violencia institucional””,
(“Juana Rivas judgment will be sent to CGPJ for institutional violence”), Press release, 1 August 2018.
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https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2018-11135
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2018/5/contents/enacted
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/homeoffice-moj/domestic-abuse-consultation/supporting_documents/Transforming the response to domestic abuse.pdf
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/PR/JAHR_2018/PK0556/index.shtml
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/PR/JAHR_2018/PK0556/index.shtml
http://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/975226/847984/5b8bc23590d4cb2892b31c987ad672b7/2018-03-14-koalitionsvertrag-data.pdf?download=1
http://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/975226/847984/5b8bc23590d4cb2892b31c987ad672b7/2018-03-14-koalitionsvertrag-data.pdf?download=1
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/presse/pressemitteilungen/-gemeinsam-gegen-gewalt-an-frauen-/128364
https://www.ceit.sk/IVPR/images/IVPR/PERD/perd_uvodna_tlacova_sprava.pdf
https://www.ceit.sk/IVPR/images/IVPR/PERD/perd_uvodna_tlacova_sprava.pdf
https://www.gender.gov.sk/zastavmenasilie/english/
https://www.employment.gov.sk/sk/linka/
https://derstandard.at/2000083624642/Projekt-zu-Gewalt-gegen-Frauen-vom-Innenministerium-gestoppt
http://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20180717_OTS0115/bmi-fallkonferenzen-verbesserung-des-opferschutzes-wird-in-task-force-strafrecht-weiterentwickelt
http://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20180717_OTS0115/bmi-fallkonferenzen-verbesserung-des-opferschutzes-wird-in-task-force-strafrecht-weiterentwickelt
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVI/AB/AB_01224/imfname_708331.pdf
http://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVI/AB/AB_01224/imfname_708331.pdf
https://derstandard.at/2000083624642/Projekt-zu-Gewalt-gegen-Frauen-vom-Innenministerium-gestoppt
http://www.interventionsstelle-wien.at/mehrere-morde-an-frauen-in-einem-monat-gewaltschutzexpertinnen-sehen-handlungsbedarf
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