
1800 VICTIM 
1800 (842846) 

Smart phones, social media  
& new forms of victimisation  

 

Victoria Laughton 
 

15th International Symposium of the World Society of Victimology 
6 July 2015 

 

 



1800 VICTIM 
1800 (842846) 

“Get off the internet, I need to use the phone!” 
Jenny Laughton (My mum) 
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Technology-facilitated crime  
 



1800 VICTIM 
1800 (842846) 

83% of our staff who have direct contact with 
clients reported that they have helped a victim 

of crime facilitated by technology. 
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Sexual violence  
Stalking 
Fraud 
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Revenge porn 
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Sexting is “the sending of sexually explicit 
images and/or video via mobile phone, email 

and social media”  
(Henry & Powell, 2015) 
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"I've never heard of anyone responding to 
financial hacking by saying, Just don't use 

online banking. That's what you get for using 
credit cards". 
(Farhad Manjoo, 2015) 
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“Due to there being few empirical prevalence 
studies internationally, the precise nature and 

extent of this problem is unclear” 
(Henry & Powell, 2015) 
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Widespread 

Text messages, Facebook 
GPS tracker apps 

Revenge porn 
(Domestic Violence Research Centre Victoria, 2015) 
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Cyber stalking 



1800 VICTIM 
1800 (842846) 

Online fraud 
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Internet banking 

Phishing 
Online relationship scams 
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Pilot Fraud Awareness Support Group 
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"We can only see a short distance ahead,  

but we can see plenty there that needs to be done."  
Alan Turing, (Computer scientist & mathematician)  
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